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CHAPTER I 
THE PROBLEM AND REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
AJ. though many writers and research students in the 
fiel.d of education have studied the homework probJ.em, few 
have taken the actual. amount of time that a pupil spends on 
his homework as the central point of their study. Proof of 
this statement may be bad by a careful check of the books, 
theses, and magazine articles written on this subject. None 
previously written within the scope of the author's research 
bas endeavored to investigate both the amount of homework and 
the pupils' preferences in respect to the particular type 
of work they like to do. It is the purpose of this service 
paper to investigate both. 
The writer found but one book and but one thesis written 
on this subject. However, he found many short articles treat-
ing it. 
In the one book, The Improvement of the Assignment by 1.1- - -- -
Gerald Alan Yoakum, the author is primarily interested in 
presenting a more satisfactory method of assigning homework. 
He gives first a general. breakdown of the assignment concept, 
~ Gerald llan Yoakum, The Improvement of the Assignment, 
New York: lllacmillan Company, 1934 ) 398pp. 
-1-
I seoondly, he analyzes its shortcomings, thirdly, he discusses 
I 
I 
~I 
I 
I 
various types of assignments, and fourthly, he tells us how 
to improve the assignment. He suggests doing this by improved 
motivation, being more definite, and making better provisions 
for individual differences. He finishes with a discussion of 
new types of assignments such as units, etc., and pointe out 
their use on four levels of education. 
The one thesis, a piece of work done in 1934 by Mr. L. R. 
u . Jones of Beverly, Massachusetts, is chiefly concerned with a 
1 review and explanation of what was being done in the secondary 
schools of Beverly in respect to the improvement of the assign-
I 
I 
! 
I 
I 
!I 
ment. 
An interesting sidenote is the fact that fa r more 
articles were being written on the subject of excessive home-
work in the middle thirties than at any other time. After 
193a; there was a marked decrease in the number of articles 
l ist ed under this caption and after 1944 only about twenty-
' five per cent of the number listed in the mid-thirties ap-
peared in the Education Index. Wbile the research worker 
in the sub ject treated by this service paper may find iso-
lated items in these articles that may be )termed a contribu-
tion to his evalua.tion of the homework probJ.em, by far and 
large, the vast majority of articles written in this vein do 
no t come out and forcefully advocate a clear-out policy on 
1/ Leslie Raymond Jones, "A Study of the Assignment and Its 
T'mpro'vement," unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 
School of Education, Boston, 1934. 
II 
I 
homework in respect to the preference or time element. Many 
of them deal with a solitary case, an individual teacher, or 
an isolated pupil. This service paper was formulated to 
find out what schools representing children in all class ifi-
cations in life are doing in respect to the homework problem. 
The writer bas taken ten representative articles men-
tioned in his bibliogra.pby and has briefed them below. In 
the final chapter the author will compare homework trends as 
revealed by the reading with his own findings. 
Article 1.--
y 
"Homework Can Be hn" by F.B. Cbase. 
I This article tells of a class publishing e. book of ita 
I own. Research for the book constitutes an enjoyable phase 
. J of the homework. Publication in the newspaper of the com-
munity in which this project takes place serves to provide 
added motivation. 
Article 2.-- ~ere Is the Best Place to Study?" by 
2/ 
C .1!'. Bec):man.-
This article points out that fifty per cent of the 
children favor the home over the school as a place for study. 
They cite the radio and family conversation as their greatest 
distractions. The students examined by the writer of this 
article spent from thirty minutes to one hour on their home-
work. 
'!} Frances Brown Chase, "Homework Can Be Fun," Nation's 
Schools 38: 25, November, 1926. 
2/ Charles 1!'. Beckman, "Where Is the Best Place to Stu~?" 
Eration's Schools 3V: 46-4V, March, 1946. 
~ 
I 
! 
3 
Article 3.-- "Wbat about Homework ?" by Charles y 
Skidmore • 
This article was based on a poll of opinions by super-
intendents and parents. The superintendents advocated no 
homework up to the sixth grade, one hour per night through 
the Junior High grades, and two hours per night in the High 
School grades. The parents, on the other hand, recommended 
homework from the fourth grade on. 
Article 4.-- "Fresh Slant on Homework" by Hans Froe-
licher. !/ 
This article is against any great amount of homework 
in the elementary school. Most of all it emphasizes the 
need for parental cooperation. 
Article 5.-- "Give Them a Place to Study" by M.T. 
Daly. 
This article advocates a proper place for students to 
stuay if they are to do their best work. 
1} Ch&r1es Skidmore, ~t about Homework?" Nation's Schools, 
~:32, October, 1944. 
!/Bans Froelicher, "Fresh Slant on Homework," Parents' 
Magazine, 20:20•21, February, 1945. 
3/ Mrs. Mary Tinley Daly, "Give Them a Place to Study," 
~arents' Magazine, 20:39, December, 1945. 
4 
Article 6.-- 11 "Homework New Style.. by W. W. Ludeman. 
In this article the writer calla for a greater amount 
of homework. He claims that pupils are not grounded properly 
in fundamentals. He breaks down five arguments against home-
work in this pa.per and brings out four in favor of it. 
Article ?.-- ttHomework, the Responsibility of the 
!:.1 Schools" by Arville Wheeler. 
This writer favors homework at all grade levels. The 
article states that three principal objections to homework I 
I 
may be met by (1) Planning homework in such a way tbat a j 
inter- I parent may help a child with his homework and still not 
fere with the methods taught in school. (2) The teacher 
should try to avoid giving homework connected with a habit-
forming situation. (3) An assignment should be planned in 
such a way that it is pleasant to do • The writer of thi a 
article adds that one hour a night per subject is too long 
in high school. 
Article 8.-- "Realism and Homework" by H.H. Semans. 
The writer of this article approaches the realistic 
viewpoint of the value of homework in no uncertain terms. 
y 
He brings out and supports the ,following points with stalwart 
'!/ Waiter William Ludeman, "Homework New Style," American 
School Board Journal, 105:14, December, 1942. · 
2/ Arvilla Wheeler, "Homework the Responsibility of the 
School," American School Board Journal, 106:25-26,May, 1943. 
~Hubert H. Semans, "Realism and Homework," American School 
Board Journal, 106:35, June, 1943. · 
5 
arguments: 
1. Homewo_rk in the elementary school is only necessary 
for a pupil who did not complete his work as assigned in 
school or for a pupil who has not the ability to complete 
his assignment in school. 
2. He notes that generally only those students who 
least need the homework do it and that it is ludicrous to 
think that homework could keep a pupil off the street. 
3. He states that if an eight-hour day is long enough 
for an adult,then six hours in school and three hours at 
home are long enough for a child. 
Article 9.-- " tu t t tu " l/ To S dy or No o S dy by A..A.Ha.rdin. 
This artiele summarizes a survey by a student council 
in Oentra.l High School, Pueblo, Colorado. The survey ex-
amined the cause of failure in high school and also the study 
habits of honor students. Lack of hard study was found to 
be the cause behind most failures. Honor students in the 
various grades averaged the following times. as shown in 
Table :t. 
'!) Achsah lliee Hardin, "To Study or Not to Study," 
School Executive, 61:32, October, 1941. 
I 
' ~ 
TABLE I 
Results of Study Habit Survey, Central High School, 
Pueblo, Colorado 
Hours Hours Subjects Requir-
:Eer Week :Eer Daz ins Moat Time 
Seniors 14.5 2.90 English 
Juniors 13.3 2.67 Ellglish 
Sophomores 11.3 2.27 Histo17 
Freshmen 11.3 2.27 Bookkeeping, 
English, 
History 
Article 19.-- ":Ralph Had My Permission to Skip His 
!/ Homework" by a California parent. 
In this article a parent in a letter to a teacher 
points out that his child has been given excessive homework 
and that he has given his child permission to skip his 
homework. The note reminds the teacher that vacations are 
for vacation and that school shoUld be made interesting 
enough to stimulate a child eo that he would want to read 
about the things he had in class without doing excessive 
formal homework. 
During the mid-thirties several British writers also 
D I ca.iifomia Parent' "Ralph Had My Permission to Skip 
liis Homework," Clearing House, 16:39, September, 1941. 
7 
produced articles on the homework issue. In moat of the 
periodicals reviewed, school co~ttees stood at the extreme 
demanding most homework, while superintendents stood at the 
end demanding the least homework. Parents, for the most 
part, followed a middle. course. 
Hsvtng reviewed the periodical literature on the sub-
ject of this paper, the writer now wishes to point out his 
plan of approaching and developing the research work. The 
first part of this undertaking was the ~~~;tl~~~-- _of. __ t _he __ lit~ 
erature mentioned above. The second part and the heart of 
... . .r · · . 
this project was a questionnaire circulated through seven 
---· ·· .-· .. •' ~ ... . . -···· . 
high schools. Each one of these schools differed from the 
other in some important way and was attended by different 
types of pupils thus giving the writer a good sampling for 
his investigation. The third part will be the smmming up 
of results obtained from parts one and two and the recommend& 
tiona which the writer wishes to make as a result of his 
findings. 
ORAPTER II 
THE INVESTIGATION OF THE PROBLEM 
The central po·int of this service paper being the in-
formation gained through the circulation of a questionnaire, 
the writer in this chapter wishes to:(l) ·justifY his choice 
of questions; (2) present the results of some of the more 
pertinent classifications reached by the questionnaire; (3) 
point out some iDDDediate conclusions drawn from a study of 
the questionnaire. 
Cha.pter III will give e. more detailed discussion of 
the implications of the homework assignment. 
Section I.-- The questionnaire was originated to in-
vestigate: 
1. The length of time a pupil spent on his social 
studies homework. 
2. What the student preferred in the way of homework. 
In order to accomplish the second part, twenty questions were 
selected for the pupil to answer in respect to his likes or 
dislikes of a certain type of homework. The pupil was asked 
to indicate his preference by marking his first choice num-
ber one (1), his second choice, number two (2) and so forth 
in a descending order until he reached number twenty ( 20). 
-9-
II 
ll 
I 
This ~inal number would mark the assignment a pupil cared the 
least ~or, or,in some cases,positively disliked. By having 
the pupils mark from one to ten in order of assignments that 
appealed to them and from twen~ to eleven in the order of 
subjects that they disliked, the writer felt that he woUld 
be able to obtain a higher degree of accuracy in the middle 
numbers. 
Numbers 1 and 2 concerned oral and written current 
events. The author has been in contact with this type of 
current events both as a pupil and as a teacher and has noted 
many times ita widespread use. 
Number 3, Current Event Newspaper, has been not only 
included in the writer's own. experience but also bas been 
suggesijd in class at Boston University and. in Edgar Bruce 
WesleyTs Teaching the Social Studies. 
Number 4, the assignment of pages to read in the text-
book. Wbile this item bas been roundly deprecated and de-
preciated as a sound method of teaching, yet its widespread 
use mskes it a "must" on any questionnaire that concerns 
varied types of homework. 
Number 5, which concerns itself with workbooks again 
goes back to the author's experience as a pupil and to 
discussion in class at Boston University, to the recommenda-
tions of the writer's superintendent and Wesley's textbook, 
~I Edgar Bruce Wesley, Teaching the Social Studies, (Boston: lr.c. Heath and Company, 1942), p;-438. 
II 
i 
y 
Teaching the Social Studies. 
Number 6, which dealt with writing out answers to text-
book questions, was included because, (1) of the widespread 
I 
use of this method noted by the writer, and ( 2) the recom-
mendations of superintendents to purchase new books that 
contained such study aids as well-worded questions. 
Number 7 concerns itself with the making of maps and 
charts. These are advocated in Wesley's Teaching the Social 
!/ Studies • 
Numbers 8 and 9, Field Trips. The writer's association 
with Dr. Garland B. Ra.ssell, his former superintendent, and 
the many discussions in various classes at Boston University 
about utilizing the community plus the author's own experi-
ence with the value of field trips led to the inclusion of 
these two items. 
Number 10. The author has been subjected to lectures 
on the great value of library work since early in his own 
career. He has also noticed that it is considered a great 
educational aid in almost every textbook which the author 
has read, in social studies. He noticed that it was used 
frequently in his professional capacity. Therefore, it 
was included in this questionnaire. 
Numbers 11 and 12 are concerned with fiction connected 
with class work. The writer has heard this type of assign-
17 Edgar Bruce Wesley, Teaching the Social Studies. (Boston: 
lr. C. Heath and Company, 1942 ) , pp. 405-408. 
!I~·· pp. 356-359. 
I 
I 
I 
li 
i! 
1/ 
ment advocated in the course entitled"School and Society." 
Number 13 which concerns working out an assignment as 
a member of a group was observed by the writer as a method 
frequently advocated by proponents of the unit plan. T~s 
was also mentioned in Dr. Roy o. Billett's class at Boston 
University on the Unit Method in the Secondary School. 
Number 14. The use of the debate and the method of 
preparing and presenting one was taught in the writer's 
sophomore English class in college. He also has seen it 
used in social studies in high school;since it was in use 
in at least four of the seven schools to be used in this 
stu~, it was decided to include this item. 
Number 15 came from an instruction given in a class 
in Teaching the Social Studies not to conduct a discussion 
on a subject which a class had not prepared itself for. 
Numbers 16 and 17 refer to the use of the motion pict-
ure as a visual aid. This visual aid has been advocated 
greatly by modern educators everywhere. The writer has 
!I 
studied it in connection with Wesley's Teaching~ 
Social Studies, and various classes at Boston University. 
Numbers 18 and 19 come from an assignment given in 
the high school in the author's home town, where an excel.lent 
y Johii J. liihoney, For Us !Dhe Living, (New York: Harper 
and Brothers, 1945}, pp.~2=4!. 
y Wesley, ~· cit., PP• 344-345. 
series of public lectures was presented, and also from assign-
ments given the writer in college. 
Number 20 was developed from discussions in class at 
Boston University. 
Besides these preference questions, students were asked 
as to whether they preferred written homework or homework 
that merely required reading. 
They were also asked in a nonchalant, half-hidden way, 
the question that was the focal point of this whole study, 
namely, the amount of time a student put in outside of school, 
on history homework. 
As a way of contrast, the next question sought to find 
the subject that most students spend the greatest amount of 
time on outside of school. "Outside of schooln in this study 
was taken to mean outside of the class in which the subject 
was taught. The last question wa.s included to establish the 
total amount of time whioh a student puts on !ll, his homework 
outside of school. 
The writer was able to secure an excellent distribution 
of schools for his questionnaire. He circulated them in 
four small high schools,each in a different eoonomio bracket; 
two large high schools, one a public school and the other, 
a parochial school, and one small parochial school. All 
grades, ages, and abilities of students found in secondary 
schools were tested. The I.Q.'s of the pupils tested ranged 
from 75 to 138 and their ages ranged from 12 years to 21 years 
13 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
'I 
II 
jl 
jl 
!I 
I 
I 
In all, 1,040 students filled in the questionnaire. 
The author wishes to make it known at this point, that 
this study represents but a small fraction of the knowledge 
possible from this study. It was limited to this size be-
cause of numberless combinations that grew out of analyzing 
and tabulating the questionnaires. The author feels that 
this study would be excellent for a gr~up to undertake and 
he found that even with considerable help the counting of 
the questionnaires was a lengthy job. 
Section !I.--
This section contains the result of the questionnaire 
previously mentioned. These questionnaires were distributed 
with the understanding that there would be no means of iden-
tification included, either of schools tested, teachers par-
ticipating, or of individual students. !he writ&r, therefore, 
feels that the information obtained on these questionnaires 
is as accurate as it is possible to obtain under ordinary 
means of educational research. 
The reader will find that each questionnaire is labeled, 
telling specifically what type of pupil it represents. A 
sample questionnaire will be found at the beginning of these 
tables. 
A total of 1,040 students were questioned in the seven 
schools covered by this study. Participating teachers were 
14 
asked to evaluate the pupils in their classes in respect to 
general achievement. They were asked to rate the pupil ac-
cording to the teacher•s estimation of whether he was a 
good, poor, or average student. About one-eixth were marked 
poor and about one-sixth were marked above average by their 
teachers. The remaining two-thirds were marked average. 
The following questionnaires were selected as being 
the most important in the writer's estimation of a myriad 
of possible tabulations. 
15 
• 
G!lADE ( ) 
AGE ( ) 
TABLE II 
Sample Questionnaire 
Poor 
-1 ( ) 
Average 
2 ( ) 
Good 
---r ( } 
Sex 
I. Place a one (1) in the parentheses beside the 
assignment that appeals most to you. Plaoe a two (2) in 
the parentheses beside the assignment you like second best. 
Check all the remaining in this order, a three for the 
third choice, etc. 
( ) 1. Oral Current Events 
( ) 2. Written Current Events 
( ) 3. Current Event Newspaper 
( ) 4. Pages to read in your textbook 
C ) 5. Filling in a workbook 
( ) 6. Writing out answers to textbook questions 
( ) ? • Making maps and charts 
( ) a. Field Trip with a written report 
( ) 9. Field Trip with an oral report 
( } 10. Looking up assigned topics in the library 
( ) 11. Reading and reporting on fiction connected 
with class work 
( 12. Reading and tal..ing an exam on fiction connected 
with class worl: 
{ ) 13. Working out an assignment by working as part 
of a group or committee 
( ) 14. Preparing a debate 
( ) 15. Preparing material for a class discussion 
. ·-
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( 
16. Reporting (orally) on a moving picture 
17. Reporting (written) on a moving picture 
18. Reporting (orally) on a lecture 
19, Reporting (written) on a lecture 
20. Collecting materials or documents for class 
II. Do you pre:fer written homework or reading ? 
III. How much time do you spend outside of school on 
your history homework ? 
IV. Wbat subject do you spend the most time on outside 
of school ? 
v. How much time do you spend outside of school on 
all your homework put together ? 
GRADE ( 
AGE ( 
) 
) 
TABLE III 
Total Questionnaire of All Students 
Participating in the Survey 
(1) Poor (2) Aver~ge 
( ) ( ) 
(3) Good 
( ) 
I. Place a one (1) in the parentheses beside the 
assignment that appeals moat to you. Place a two (2) in 
the square (parentheses) beside the assignment you like 
second best. Check all the remaining in this order, a three 
for the third choice, etc. 
( 5) 1. Oral Current Events 
(12) 2. Written Current Events 
( 6) 3. Current Event Newspaper · 
( 2) 4. Pages to read in your textbook 
( 1) 5. Filling in a workbook 
( 7) 6. Writing out answers to textbook questions 
( 3) 7. Making maps and charts 
( 4) 8. Field Trip with a written report 
( 9 ) 9. Fie.ld Trip with an oral report 
(10) 10. Looking up assigned topics in the library 
(17) 11. Reading and reporting on fiction connected with 
class work 
(18) 12. Reading and taking an exam on fiction connected 
with class work 
(14) 13. Working out an assignment by working as part of 
a group or committee 
(15) 14. Preparing a debate 
(16) 15. Preparing material for & class discussion 
18 
--
( 8) 
(11) 
(19) 
(20) 
(13) 
-----n--
16. Reporting (orally) on a moving picture 
1'1. Reporting (written) on a moving picture 
18. Reporting (orally) on a lecture 
19. Reporting (written) on a lecture 
20. Collecting materials or documents 
II. Do you prefer written homework or 
reading ? 
III. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on your history homework? 
IV. What subject do you spend the most 
time on outside of school ? 
v. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on all your homework put 
together ? 
for class 
Reading 
.66 hours 
English 
2.47 hours 
,, 
I! 
TABLE IV 
Total Questionnaire of Bright Students 
GRADE ( 
AGE ( ) 1 2 3 ( ) ( ) (v) 
I. Place a one (1) in the parentheses beside the 
assignment that appeals most to you. Place a two (2) 
in the parentheses beside the assignment you like second 
best. Check all the remaining in this order, a three ~or 
the third choicet etc. 
( 5) 1. Oral Current Events 
(11) 2. Written CUrrent Events 
(10) 3. CUrrent Event Newspaper 
( 1) 4. Pages to read in your textbook 
( 2) 5. Filling in a workbook 
( 3) 6. Writing out answers to textbook questions 
( 5) '1. Making maps and charts 
( 8) 8. Field Trip with a written report 
( 9) 9. Field Trip with an oral report 
( 4) 10. Looking up assigned topics in the library 
(16) 11. Re&ding and reporting on fiction connected 
with class work 
(18) 12. Reading and taking an exam on fiction connected 
with class work 
(1 'I) 13. Working out an assignment by working a.s part 
of a group or committee 
(12) 14. Preparing a debate 
(20) 15. Preparing material for a class discussion 
I 
II 
21 
( 7) 16. Reporting (orally) on a moving picture 
(13) 17. Reporting (written) on a moving picture 
(14) 18. Reporting (orally) on a lecture 
(19) 19. Reporting (written) on a lecture 
(16) 20. Collecting materials or documents for class 
II. Do you prefer written homework or reading? Reading. 
III. How much time do you spend outside of 
school on your history homework? .81 hrs. 
IV. Wbat subject do you spend the most time 
on outside of sohool ? English 
v. How much time do you spend outside of 
school on all your homework put together? 2 hours 
II 
I 
I 
• • , 'j I 
/! 
I 
TABLE V 
Total Questionnaire of Average Students 
GRADE 
I AGE 
( 
( 
) 
) 
1 ( ) 2 (v) 3 ( ) 
II 
li 
II 
!i 
il ~ ,, 
II 
I. · Place a one(l) in the parentheses beside the 
assignment that appeals most to you. Place a two (2) 
in the parentheses beside the assignment you like second 
best. Check all the remaining in this order, a three for 
the third choice, etc. 
( 4) 1. Oral Current Events 
(12) 2. Written Current Events 
( 5) 3. Current Event Newspaper 
( 6) 4. Pages to read in your textbook 
( 1) 5. Filling in a workbook 
(10) 6. Writing out answers to textbook questions 
( 2) 7. Making maps and charts 
( 3) a. Field Trip with a written report 
( 8) 9. Field Trip with an oral report 
( 9) 10. Looking up assigned topics in the librar,r 
(17) 11. Reading and reporting on fiction connected 
with class work 
(20) 12. Reading and taking an exam on fiction connected 
with class work 
(14) 13. Working out an assignment by working as part of 
a group or committee 
(15) 14. Preparing a debate 
(13) 15. Preparing material for a class discussion 
82 
( 7) 
(11) 
(19) 
(18) 
(16) 
16. Reporting (orally) on a moving picture 
17. Reporting (written) on a moving picture 
18. Reporting (orally) on a lecture 
19. Reporting (written) on & lecture 
20. Coll ecting materials or documents 
II. Do you prefer written homework or 
reading '? 
for 
III. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on your bistor.v homework? 
IV. What subject do you spend the most 
time on outside of school ? 
v. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on sll, your homework put 
together ? 
class 
Reading 
.45 hours 
English 
2.50 hours 
I 
lj 
I. 
lj 
I 
II 
II 
I 
I 
II 
TABLE VI 
Total Questionnaire of Poor Students 
i GRADE ( 
( 
) 
) 
1 (v) 
2 ( ) 3 ( ) 
I AGE 
I~· Place a one (1) in the parentheses beside the 
assignment that appeals most to you. Place a two (2) ! 
in the parentheses beside the assignment you ·like second 
best. Oheck all . the remaining in this order, a three for 
the third choice, etc. 
( 8) 1. 
(12) 2. 
( 5) 3. 
( 3) 4. 
( 2) 5. 
( 7) 6. 
( 4) 7. 
( 1) a. 
( 9) 9. 
(12) 10. 
(19) 11. 
(15) 12. 
(14) 13. 
(18) 14. 
(16) 15. 
Oral Current Events 
Written Current Events 
Current Event Newspaper 
Pages to read in your textbook 
Filling in a workbook 
Writing out answers to textbook questions 
Making maps and charts 
Field Trip with a written report 
~ield Trip with an oral report 
Looking up assigned topics in the library 
Reading and reporting on fiction connected 
with class work 
Reading and taking an exam on fiction connected 
with class work 
Working out an assignment by working as part 
of a group or committee 
Preparing a debate 
Preparing material for a class discussion 
·1 
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I' 
I 
I, 
(11) 
( 6) 
(20) 
(1 '1) 
(13) 
16. Reporting (orally) on a moving picture 
1'1. Reporting (written) on a moving picture 
18. Reporting (orally) on a lecture 
19. Reporting (written) on a lecture 
20. Collecting materials or documents 
II. Do you prefer written homework or 
reading ? 
III. How mnoh time do you spend outside 
of school on your history homework? 
IV. What subject do you spend the most 
time on outside of school ? 
v. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on all your homework put 
together? 
for class 
Reading 
.54 hours 
English 
1.91 hours 
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TABLE VII 
I Total Questionnaire of Students in Parochial Schools 
I GRADE II ( 
r 
) 
) 
1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3 ( ) ~~ AGE 
I 
I 
II 
[I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
II 
II 
I 
i 
II 
II 
I 
I. Place a one (1) in the ~arentheses beside the 
assignment that a~~eals most to you. Place a two (2) 
in the parentheses beside the assignment you like second 
best. Check all the remaining in this order, a three for 
the third choice• etc. 
----------------------~------------------------------
( 2) 1. Oral current Events 
( 6) 2. Written Current Events 
( 5) 3. CUrrent Event Newspaper 
( 4) 4. Pages to read in your textbook 
( 3) 5. Filling in a workbook 
( 1) 6. Writing out answers to textbook questions 
(1.5) 7. Jlaking maps and charts 
(12) a. ~ield Tri~ with a written re~ort 
( 8) 9. l!'ield Tri~ with an oral report 
(13) 10. Looking u~ assigned topics in the library 
(17} 11. Reading and reporting on fiction connected 
with class work 
(18) 12. Reading and taking an exam on fiction connected 
with class work 
(16) 13. Working out an assignment by working as ~art 
of a grou~ or committee 
( 9) 14. Preparing a debate 
(19) 15. Preparing material for a class discussion 
. I 
(10) 
(11) 
( 7) 
(20) 
(14) 
16. Reporting (oral~) on a moving picture 
17. Reporting (written) on a moving picture 
18. Reporting (orally) on a lecture 
19. Reporting (written) on a lecture 
20. Collecting materials or docmnents for class 
II. Do you prefer written homework or 
reading? 
III. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on your history homework? 
IV. What subject do you spend the most 
time on outside of school ? 
v. How mueh time do you spend outside 
of school on all your homework put 
together ? 
Reading 
.30 hours 
Latin 
3 hours 
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TABLE VIII 
Total Questionnaire of Students in Public Schools 
GlW>E ( ) 
AGE ( ) 
1 2 3 ( ) ( ) ( ) 
I. Place a one (1) in the parentheses beside the 
assignment that appeals most to you. Place a two (2) 
in the parentheses beside the assignment you like second 
best. Check all the remaining in this order, a three for 
the third choice, etc. 
( 9) 1. Oral Current Events 
(15) 2. Written Current Events 
( 8) 3. Current Event Newspaper 
( 4} 4. Pages to read in your textbook 
( 5) 5. Filling in a workbook 
( 3} 6. Writing out answers to textbook questions 
( 2 ) "'1. Making maps and charts 
( "'!) a. ~ield Trip with a written report 
( 6) 9. Field Trip with an oral report 
(10) 10. Looking up assigned topics in the library 
(19) 11. Reading and reporting on fiction connected 
with class work 
(1"'1) 12. Reading and taking an exam on fiction connected 
with class work 
(12) 13. Working out an assignment by working as part 
of a group or committee 
(15) 14. Preparing a debate 
(13) 15. Preparing material for a class discussion 
r 
( 1) 
(14) 
(16) 
(18) 
{11) 
16. Reporting (orally) on a moving picture 
1'7. Reporting (written) on a moving picture 
18. Reporting {orally) on a lecture 
19. Reporting (written) on a lecture 
20. Collecting materials or documents for class 
II. Do you prefer written homework or 
reading ? Written 
III. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on your history homework? .45 hours 
IV. What subject do you spend the most 
time on outside of school ? English 
v. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on all your homework put 
together ? 2.45 hours 
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II 
II 
II 
II I 
I 
i 
GRADE ( 
TABLE IX 
Total Questionnaire of Large Schools 
1 2 3 ( ) ( ) ( ) 
AGE ( ) 
I. Place a one (1) in the parentheses beside the 
assignment that appeals most to you. Place a two (2) 
in the parentheses beside the assignment you like second 
best. Check all the remaining in this order, a three for 
the third choice, eta. 
( 6) 1. 
(12) 2. 
( 7) 3. 
( 5) 4. 
( 2) 5. 
( 4) 6. 
( 3) 7. 
(10) a. 
(11) 9. 
( 8) 10. 
(15) 11. 
(16) 12. 
(18) 13. 
(17) 14. 
( 9) 15. 
Oral Current Events 
Written CUrrent Events 
Current Event Newspaper 
Pages to read in your textbook 
Filling in a workbook 
Writing out answers to textbook questions 
Making maps and charts 
Field Trip with a written report 
Field Trip with an oral report 
Looking up a..ssigned topics in the library 
Reading and reporting on fiction aonneated 
with ala.ss work 
Reading and taking an exam on fiction aonneated 
with class wark 
Working out a.n assignment by working as part 
of a group or committee 
Preparing a debate 
Preparing material for a class discussion 
-r-=-~--
II 
I, 
II 
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\ 
( 1) 
(14} 
(19) 
(20) 
(13) 
16. Reporting (orally) on a moving picture 
17. Reporting (written) on a moving picture 
18. Reporting (orally) on a lecture 
19. Reporting (written) on a lecture 
20. Collecting materials or documents 
II. Do you prefer written homework or 
reading ? 
for 
III. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on your history homework? 
IV. What subjectdo you spend the most 
time on outside of school ? 
v. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on all your homework put 
together ? 
class 
Reading 
.45 hours 
History 
2.45 hours 
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TABLE X 
Total Qnestionnaire of Small Schools 
GRADE 
AGE 
{ ) 
{ ) 
1 2 3 
{ ) ( ) ( ) 
I. Place a one {1) in ·the parentheses beside the 
assignment that appeals most to you. Place a two (2) 
in the parentheses beside the assignment you like second 
best. Check all the remaining in this order, a three for 
the third choice, etc. 
{10) 1. Oral Current Events 
(11) 2. Written Current Events 
{ 7) 3. Current Event Newspaper 
{ 5} 4. Pages to read in your textbook 
( 4) 5. Filling in a workbook 
{ 1) 6. Writing out answers to textbook questions 
( 2) 7. Making maps and ebarts 
( 3) 8. Field Trip with a written report 
( 8) 9. Field Trip with an oral report 
(12) 10. Looking up assigned topics in the library 
(17) 11. Reading and reporting on fiction connected 
with class work 
(18) 12. Reading and taking an exam on fiction connected 
with class work 
(14) 13. Working out an assignment by working as part 
of a group or committee 
\ (15) 14. Preparing a debate 
I (16) 15. Preparing material for a class discussion 
I 
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·I 
I 
I ( 6) 
II 
II 
( 9) 
I 
(20) 
II 
(19) 
; (13) 
16. Reporting (orally) on a moving picture 
17. Reporting (written) on a moving picture 
18. Reporting (orally) on a lecture 
19. Reporting (written)on a lecture ; 
20. Collecting materials or documents 
II. Do you prefer written homework or 
reading ? 
for 
III. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on your bistor.y homework? 
IV. What subject do you spend the most 
time on outside of school ? 
v.. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on all your homework put 
together ? 
class 
Reading 
.67 hours 
English 
2.33 hours 
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I 
I 
I 
GRADE ( ) 
AGE ( ) 
TABLE n 
Total Questionnaire of Boys 
1 2 3 ( ) ( ) ( ) 
I. Place a one (1) in the parentheses beside the 
assignment that appeals moat to you. Place a two (2) 
in the parentheses beside the assignment you like second . 
best. Check all the remaining in this order, a three for 
the third choice, etc. 
( 4) 1. Oral CUrrent Events 
(10) 2. Written Current Events 
( 5) 3. Current Event Newspaper 
( 3) 4. Pages to read in your textbook 
( 2) 5. Filling in a workbook 
J ( 8) 6. Writing out answers to textbook questions 
Ill. ( ) 1 7. Making maps and charta 
.I ( 6) 8. l!'ield Trip with a written report 
1 (11) 9. Field Trip with an oral report 
( 7) 10. Looking up assigned topics in the library 
(17) 11. Reading and reporting on fiction connected 
with class work 
(18) 12. Reading and taking an exam on fiction connected 
with class work 
(14) 13. Working out an assignment by working as part 
of a group or committee 
(15) 14. Preparing a debate 
(16) 15. Preparing material for a class discussion 
~~-
,, 
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I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
( 9) 
(13) 
(20) 
(19) 
{12) 
16. Reporting (orally) on a moving :picture 
17. Reporting (written) on a moving picture 
18. Reporting (orally) on a lecture 
19. Reporting (written) on a lecture 
20. Collecting materials or documents for class 
I~. Do you prefer written homework 
or reading ? 
III. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on your history homework? 
IV. What subject do you s:pend the most 
time on outside of school ? 
v. How muoh time do you spend outside 
of school on all your homework put 
together ? 
Reading 
.69 hours 
English 
2.1 hours 
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TABLE XII 
Total Questionnaire of Girls 
GRADE ( ) 1 2 3 
AGE ( ( ) ( ) c ) 
I. Place a one (1) in the ~arentheses beside the 
assignment that ap~eals most to you. Place a two (2) in 
the parentheses beside the assignment you like second best. 
Check all the remaining in this order, a three for the 
third choice, etc. 
(17) 1. Oral Current Events 
(15) 2. Written Current Events 
(14) 3. Current Event Newspaper 
( 8) 4. Pages to read in your textbook 
( 3) 5. Filling in a workbook 
( 4) 6. Writing out answers to textbook questions 
( 5) 7. Making maps and charts 
( 1) a. Field Trip with a written report 
( 9) 9. Jf'ield Tri~ with an oral report 
(11) 10. Looking up assigned topics in the library 
(13) 11. Reading and reporting on fiction connected 
with class work 
(14) 12. Reading and taking an exam on fiction connected 
with class work 
(10) 13. Working out an assignment by working as part 
of a group or committee 
(18) 14. Preparing a debate 
(17) 15. Preparing material for a class discussion 
6 
I 
'I ~ 
( 2) 
( 6) 
(19) 
(20) 
(16) 
L _ 
,I 
II 
II 
16. Reporting (orally) on a moving picture 
17. Reporting (written) on a. moving picture 
18. Reporting (orally) on a lecture 
19. Reporting (written) on a lecture 
20. Collecting materials or documents 
II. Do you prefer written homework or 
reading ? 
III. How much time do you spend outside 
of school on your histor.y homework? 
IV. What subject do you spend the most 
time on outside of school ? 
v. Row much time do you spend outside 
of school on all your homework put 
together ? 
for class 
Reading 
.58 hours 
English 
2.84 hours 
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TABLE XIII 
Comparison of stuay Habits According to Community 
Type of Oommtlni ty 
Kill 
Residential Fa.rming Community 
Preference as to 
type of homework Reading W11. tten Reading 
Time spent on 
history • 67 hr. .75 hr. .25 hr • 
Subject most time 
spent on English History Co:mmercial 
Total time spent on 
homework outside of 
class 2.75 hrs. 3 hrs. 1.50 hrs. 
Section III.--
As a result of the analysis of these questionnaires 
one definite trend stands out, ~amely:some of the methods 
' 
of teaching that are frowned upon, discredited and ridianled 
by modern educators still retain a ,high degree of popularity 
among the students. For instance, on the total question-
naire on which the accumulated replies of over 1,000 students 
were recorded, the students select~d num~er 4 - Pages to 
read in your textbook ~ as their second choice. 
It was the writer's opinion previous to the undertaking 
of this study that the choices that bordered on the play 
factor or recreational element would prove to be moat pop-
ular. However, they had an average choice of 7.75, a rating 
-=-=====+================================================~==== 
lowe_r __ t_han_ the avemge of reading the textbook, or workbo~ 
or writing out answers to questions in the back of the text-
book. 
This section of the stu~ will of necessity be filled 
with a somewhat disconnected review of the results noted 
after scanning the questionnaire. The writer, therefore, 
will move about from questionnaire to questionnaire, cite 
trends, try to explain them, if an explanation is necessary, 
and point out novel situations. 
It should be noted on the total questionnaire that .67 
hours is the average time spent by a student on his history 
homework. However, great extremes occur in the answers to 
this question. Poor students, it should be noted, spend 
less time on their homework than do the bright students. 
The average bright student spends .81 hours on his history 
homework, while the average poor student spends .54 hours, 
while the middle class student spends .75 hours on his home-
work. 
Girls, on the Whole, spend less time on their history 
homework than do the boys. But by far and large the most 
powerful. factor determining the length of time a student 
spends on his homework is the coDllil'tlnity in which he lives. 
, · I 
In Table XIII, it will be noted that a mill community, 
where the general attitude of the popuJ.ace is not toward a 
high level of studying, pupils spend but .25 hours a night 
on their history homework. Also, their total time was but 
1.5 hours as compared with 3 hours and 2.75 hours in the 
other types of communities. 
Parochial school students were found to spend more 
total time on their homework, but less time on their history 
homework in comparison with public school pupils. 
While reading was preferred over written homework by 
the majority of the pupils, the choice was such that a few 
votes would have changed the total questionnaire and the 
questionnaire of every individual school but one. 
Especially worthy of note is the fact that book re-
ports, even on entertaining fiction, are regarded as ob-
noxious by students in every school tested. Reading of 
fiction is only surpassed from a point of dislike by listen-
ing to and reporting on a lecture. 
The moving picture did not achieve the high point of 
popularity it was expected to, as it ranked near the middle 
on the total questionnaire. 
Oral work, on the whole, rated hig~er than did written 
. ~· " 
work, although in every school there were a number of pupils 
who showed a decided allergy to oral work. Parochial school 
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II 
children preferred oral work more than public school children 
did. 
~e preference choice of good, poor and average stud-
ents was negative . The only great difference as noted above 
was in the amount of time spent by a student on his home-
work. 
These observations predicate a rather unanswerable 
question, namely: What is the essence of a poor student? 
Is he a poor student because he does not study or does he 
not study because he is a poo r student ? While it is tru.e I . 
that the majority of low intelligence quotients fell in the 
ranks of poor students, still there were enough poor students 
with average or above average intelligence quotients to 
cause one to disregard the low intelligence quotient alone 
as the contributing cause of a poor social studies student. 
Only in a few eases and in one school was history the 
subject on which the students spent the most time. English 
was an almost universal choice &s the subject on which the 
students spend the most time. 
In the next chapter the result of this research will 
be compared with the writings and research work done by 
other authors in the field of homework. 
CHAPTER III 
THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE STUDY 
In this chapter the writer wishes to: (1) compare the 
results of his research with the opinions expressed in the 
literature written on this subject; (2) draw from his own 
study certain recommendations and practices that he feels 
will benefit the handling of the homework assignment and 
point out new fields for research arising from this study. 
Both ~he reading and the questionnaire indicate that 
homework in the public schools is excessive at the present 
time in most communities. Teachers assign work regardless 
of what the pupil has to do for other teachers. It would 
seem from the results of the questionnaire that the history 
tea.cher g1 vee a more equitable share of homework than that 
given in other subjects. English was all too universally 
the number one offender. Therefore, in order to give other 
high school subjects fair play, the length of the English 
assignments should be lessened wherever possible. 
The fact that good students will study until their work 
ie finished and that poor students are motivated only by 
the amount they have to do to pass was brought out by many 
notes penciled in the margin· of the questionnaire. Good 
-42-
students often wrote in the margin e:qlaii?-ing the time put 
in on their work. Their answers in general followed this 
trend; they worked until whatever assigned them was accom-
plished. Poor students wrote in answer to the question as 
to how much homework they dia, nNone, if I can get away with 
it." 
Another point where teachers fail is the development 
of aids like the field trip and motion pictures. Yet the 
students failed to mark these as high as one might e:qect. 
The writer asked a few questions along these lines and re-
ceived frank answers to explain their viewpoint. They (the 
students) enjoyed the field trip, but they didn't care for 
the compositions that went with it or the oral review that 
followed the movie. From this follows the conclusion that 
a teacher must handle one of these aids very carefully, if 
he is to obtain its full benefit. 
Written and non-written assignments var.y with individ-
uals. Bright girls and dull boys marked their preferences 
in this matter in about the same ratio. Therefore, the 
problem can be settled by having the teacher assign the 
homework according to his pupils' individual tastes. 
The h!gh rating given to some of the common types of 
homework should come as a welcome sign to the average teach-
er. He may d~w from this study the conclusion that if 
he uses the ordinary means well, he will accomplish more 
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~~-- than a great many modern writers in t-h-e- fi-el-d- of method 
woUld lead him to believe. 
The word "unit" was omitted on this questionnaire 
because the homework section is merely the use of several 
of the methods listed. 
The differences in choice according to sex and age 
and grade were not so great as to warrant separate tables 
in this review. 
The evident popularity of maps and charts suggests 
that this aid should be used mneh more frequently in the 
seeondar.y school. 
Community evironment seems to be the strong single 
factor in fostering or in stifling a child's ambition. 
Pupils study best in a community where there is emphasis 
placed on the value of an education. They study least whethe 
they be poor, average, or good students, in the community 
that holds educational values cheaply. 
In conclusion, this study has achieved its purpose in 
finding out how many hours per night the average student 
puts in on his history homework. It has set up a question-
naire whose findings the writer hopes may prove of value in 
the social studies field to teachers who earnestly care to 
improve their teaching. It agrees with the literature that 
there is too mnoh homework in our schools today, but it 
does not feel that the history teachers are the chief 
offenders. 
I 44 
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Lastly, the opportunities for further study growing 
out of this investigat.ion should not be overlooked. The 
writer would suggest that · a study group attack these prob-
lems as he has found that the number o~ hours necessary to 
count the questionnaires makes it impossible for one person 
to develop more than a few angles well. If one will remember 
that the questionnaires were circulated among pupils of both 
sexes and that these pupils attended s~v_e.n__ diffe~t high 
schools, each school being in a different economic bracket, 
then he will realize the amount of detail to be taken into 
consideration. 
When one further classifies the pupils of each school 
according to ability, age, grade, and sex he will understand 
the vastness of the field which this study opens for further 
research. Taking ability, age, grade level, and school alone 
it would be possible to develop 588 tables from this investi-
gation. 
The writer also feels that there is an excellent oppor-
tunity for research in some of the problems which arose as 
a byproduct of this study. The lack of interest manifested 
by girls toward the social studies deserves investigation. 
Some of the complexes uncovered by the questionnaire such as; 
a marked dislike for oral work, would stand investigation. 
The reason for the overwhelming popularity of a certain type 
of homework in a particular school is another possible choice 
45 
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for further study. Thus it may be seen that a number of 
service papers or theses could be written on matter which 
has been covered or on problems discovered in this study 
on the homework assignment. 
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